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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the quality
of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was carried out under Part
XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards Act 2000 and, where nursery education
is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified during the
inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to the outcomes for
children set out in the Children Act 2004; the National Standards for under 8s day care and
childminding; and, where nursery education is provided, the Curriculum guidance for the
foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision which Ofsted
has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004 whichever is the later.

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you ready for
your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are outstanding. The registered personmeets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

Park School Summer Activity Scheme and Out of School Care is situated within Park School in
Blackpool. The school is a special school for pupils aged four to 16 years. Children have access
to the Stable building using the music classroom, ICT suite, library and two upstairs classrooms.
They also use the Jubilee building with the soft playroom, sensory studio and two classrooms.
The main school building offers the art room, food technology room, the school hall and
associated facilities. There are a number of outdoor areas providing different kinds of activities
including a multi-use games area.

Registration is for a total of 16 children under eight who attend the school. The setting provides
summer activities for two weeks in the school holidays and is open from 09.30 to 15.30 each
weekday. The setting fully supports children with learning disabilities and difficulties. There
are currently two children on roll under eight years and older children also attend. The staff
team of seven is led by the scheme manager and all are qualified. Advice, support and training
is gained from the local authority.
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children to be healthy

The provision is outstanding.

Children's care is exceptionally well fostered and their physical, nutritional and health needs
are extensively promoted. Children are learning effectively about being healthy through their
daily routine. They completely understand the importance of regular hand washing during
significant times of the day and staff also maintain hygiene practices when off site, such as
using individual wipes whilst out picnicking. This helps to prevent the spread of infection.
Children’s health is protected by the meticulous way systems and documentation are in place
regarding the administration of medication and accident recording. Staff are vigilant in ensuring
care plans are on file with all relevant information to meet individual needs, and this information
is available at all times, whether on or off the premises. Medication authorisation is extremely
thorough and requires full information from parents. All staff hold first aid certificates and two
have the basic food hygiene certificate, in line with current guidance. This means that they can
offer advice and support in case of accidents or illness, and prepare food hygienically.

Children have all their health and dietary needs met completely because staff use information
from parents effectively to meet their individual needs. Staff ensure children are provided with
a range of healthy and nutritious snacks which include plenty of fruit. Children have
opportunities to make fruit smoothies and 'mocktails', which promotes their good health and
aids the development of both physical and mental growth. Drinking water is readily available
and staff encourage plenty of drinks, especially in warm weather and after physical activity.
Children enjoy a relaxing time having their lunch as a picnic in the park. Younger children sit
with their older peers in small groups on rugs with staff joining them and setting a good example.

As part of their everyday activities, children benefit from planned or spontaneous activity to
promote their physical well-being. They are encouraged, through the staff's infectious
enthusiasm and admirable energy, to engage in wide ranging and dynamic opportunities for
all kinds of experiences outdoors, as well as transferring these indoors during inclement weather.
Children learn how to use all types of equipment and resources correctly and become versatile
and competent, such as following instructions when playing with the parachute. They wear
hats and have access to natural shade so that they enjoy the sun safely. Children thoroughly
enjoy regular fresh air and exercise which significantly contributes to their good health.

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay safe

The provision is outstanding.

The setting is welcoming to children. They are enthusiastically greeted on arrival and sit together
whilst staff go through the rules and explain what is happening in the day. Children have half
an hour for free play and are then drawn to the planned activity. This effectively settles the
children and helps them to know what they are doing. All staff also work within the school and
are well known to each child, so they feel totally at ease and settled. Alongside this, children
also have the security and familiarity of their school environment, however, staff also ensure
children know they are there to enjoy themselves and have fun.

Resources provide exceptional opportunities and experiences. All the school's equipment and
facilities are available as well as opportunities for purchasing anything specifically required for
planned activities. Choice and variety capture children’s interest, for example they particularly
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enjoy using the computers when it is wet outside and they have a wealth of art and craft
materials for creative play.

High levels of safety and security minimise risks and protect children from harm. Premises are
kept secure and access is only gained by being let into building. Visitors sign in and everyone
is accounted for on the premises at all times. The collection of children is fully monitored by
only allowing children to leave with those persons known to staff and authorised by parents
on each day. Alternative arrangements include thorough procedures, such as a codeword, to
safeguard children. Children are reminded of the emergency evacuation procedures because
these are practised at the beginning of the scheme and they are learning how to keep themselves
safe when outside the setting. Staff explain where they are going, who the children are allocated
to and about crossing the road. The children are well informed by staff who are competent in
keeping them safe. Excellent procedures are used, such as risk assessing venues, high staff
ratios and hand-holding, as well as taking essential information documented on an 'off-site
sheet' including any medication required. Staff use rucksacks so their hands are free to hold
children's hands. This attention to detail means that outdoor experiences enhance wider play
opportunities safely.

Children’s safety and welfare is further assured as staff clearly understand the procedures for
recording and reporting any concerns relating to child protection. The designated person fully
understands their role and responsibilities and all staff have had training to Level 1 within the
last year, so are familiar with signs and symptoms. The child protection statement includes
relevant telephone numbers, procedures if an allegation is made against a member of staff and
up to date information regarding the Local Safeguarding Children Board.

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do

The provision is outstanding.

Children thoroughly enjoy themselves and benefit from the practitioners' inspiring planning
and provision of fun activities and play opportunities. Core staff are given time prior to the
scheme commencing to undertake planning, which means that the programme for each day
can be prepared in readiness. Children are looked after by staff who are supportive, kind and
friendly. They develop a huge amount of confidence and positive self-esteem through the
interaction, care, love and attention they receive from staff. They in turn demonstrate extreme
fondness for the team working with them. Staff display considerable expertise in their field of
work; consequently all children have a stimulating and absorbing time with a beneficial balance
of both quiet and more active times. Children therefore flourish within this nurturing and
enabling environment.

Children have the time and space to initiate their own play ideas as well as enjoying focused
activities with a member of staff. For example, they particularly enjoy information technology
programs for themselves as well as partaking in a cooking activity in a group. This is well planned
and organised, with each child fully involved throughout, listening to instructions, watching
demonstrations and having their own equipment. Staff use their experience in knowing when
to assist, such as helping to sieve flour, or standing back to allow children to try for themselves.
Children thrive in developing competence in new skills.

Children have an individual diary with photographs and a description of what they have been
doing each day. These are collated to illustrate the inspiring and inventive activities such as
animal masks, animal crafts and a jungle safari; a visit to the model village and then return to
make their own; makingmusical instruments and performing in their own band; a dragon theme
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with masks and music and stories; and a visit to the cinema and playing outdoors. This attractive
document beautifully describes what children are enjoying and assists those children who do
not have the vocabulary to tell parents what they have been doing each day, as well as being
a lovely keepsake.

Helping children make a positive contribution

The provision is outstanding.

There is excellent information in place to illustrate the setting's total commitment to providing
an inclusive environment in which every child matters, for example, an equal opportunities
charter. Children are provided with equal chances and access to all activities because staff have
a high level of expectations for children to achieve and they offer the appropriate activities,
equipment and support to succeed. This holistic approach promotes children's individual ability
to reach their full potential within a fun and exciting environment. All staff have a vast range
of experience because they also work in the school setting and are specially trained. As a result,
children’s needs are consistently met. For example, sign language is used when playing a memory
game, to assist children in remembering the list of items.

Children's behaviour is exemplary. They are responsive to staff who are kind but firm when
required. This is because they take the time to explain, therefore children understand why they
are not supposed to do something. Also, older children act as mentors to the younger children
and look after them, with responsibility for being good role models. There is a comprehensive
policy in place with clear understanding relating to incident recording. Children are involved
in defining the boundaries as they help to draw up some basic ground rules on the first morning
and these are displayed for all to see. This means that they feel involved and take some
responsibility for their behaviour. Positive interactions from staff promote children's self-esteem
effectively. Children receive ongoing verbal praise and encouragement for their efforts, and
high expectations encourage children to behave well. As a result they are happy and all get
along extremely well.

Children benefit from continuity of care between home and the setting because staff work in
partnership with parents to meet the needs of their children. Parents are kept informed about
their children because the staff share ongoing information with them through daily discussion
and staff are pleased to be able to spend this time with parents. They are kept fully informed
of planned activities and other relevant information within a booklet as well as in notices on
display. All consents are in place, such as for photographs and outings. The complaints
procedures are compliant with requirements and parents' views are sought via a questionnaire
to give their comments so that staff can evaluate the provision from their point of view. Parents
are also offered a DVD of the scheme as another visual record of what their children have been
doing. This ensures partnership with parents is exceptionally strong.

Organisation

The organisation is outstanding.

Children's care and enjoyment of their summer activity scheme is fully promoted by the staff
team who are totally supportive, conscientious and committed to them. All staff are trained
and experienced with early years or teaching qualifications. They all work well together as a
team and are deployed to maximise their skills, for example, in physical play activities, cooking,
drama and music. Induction for staff is thorough because they go through all risk assessments,
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policies and procedures as well as having a meeting to go through all aspects of the scheme.
This ensures everybody knows their individual roles and responsibilities.

The high adult–child ratio positively supports children’s care, learning and play. The key person
role is actively implemented in so much as there are two key staff for the two children attending
so that they are extremely well looked after and helps to consolidate relationships. Space is
substantial and considerably well used and organised to maximise opportunities for all round
play opportunities. Evaluations of the activity scheme include children's comments as well as
those of the staff, leading to improvements for the future.

Extensive policies and procedures work systematically in practice to promote the safe and
efficient management of the setting. Especially notable is the thorough and well detailed
operational plan which all staff work from and the support and high level expectations placed
upon them which emanates from within the school. The required documentation is exceedingly
well organised, maintained up to date and stored to ensure confidentiality. For example,
children’s records hold relevant and detailed information so that staff can meet individual
needs, and attendance records of both children and staff are accurate. This contributes to the
efficient operation of the setting and meets regulatory requirements.

Overall, the provision meets the needs of the range of the children for whom it provides.

Improvements since the last inspection

Not applicable.

Complaints since the last inspection

Since registration there have been no complaints made to Ofsted that required the provider or
Ofsted to take any action in order to meet the National Standards.

The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which they can see
on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than those made to Ofsted.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are outstanding. The registered personmeets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO SECURE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT?

The quality and standards of the care

No recommendations for improvement are made because the quality and standards of care are
outstanding.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the leaflet Complaints about Ofsted Early Years: concerns or complaints about Ofsted's
role in regulating and inspecting childcare and early education (HMI ref no 2599)which is available
from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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